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ECS Commissioners as of 5/17/11 (Steering Committee members in bold) 

 

ALABAMA 
Stephanie Bell, Member, Alabama State Board of Education 
Robert Bentley, Governor 
Vivian Figures, State Senator 
Mac Gipson, State Representative 
Sally Howell, Executive Director, Alabama Association of School Boards 
Richard Lindsey, Chair, House Education Appropriations Committee 
Caroline Novak, President, A+ Education Partnership 
 

ALASKA 
Esther Cox, Chair, Alaska State Board of Education and Early Development 
Bettye Davis, Vice Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Carl Gatto, State Representative 
Mike Hanley, Commissioner of Education 
Sean Parnell, Governor 
Carl Rose, Executive Director, Association of Alaska School Boards 
Karl Wing, University Student 
 

AMERICAN SAMOA 
Viane Etuale, Director, Office of Catholic Education 
Evelyn Godinet, Prinicipal, Manumalo Baptist School 
Hon. Alo P. Stevenson, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Hon. Lemapu Suiaunoa Talo, Chair, House Education Committee 
Togiola Tulofano, Governor 
 

ARIZONA 
Doris Goodale, Chair, House Education Committee 
Linda Gray, Vice Chair, Senate Education Accountability and Reform Committee 
Franklin Pratt, State Representative 
 
  

 

ECS COMMISSIONERS 



ARKANSAS 
Gilbert Baker, Chair, ALC Higher Education Committee 
Mike Beebe, Governor 
Terri Hardy, Consultant, E2E Educational Consulting 
Kaneaster Hodges, member, Arkansas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
Calvin Johnson, Dean, University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 
Tom Kimbrell, Commissioner of Education 
 

CALIFORNIA 
Elaine Alquist, State Senator 
Jerry Brown, Governor 
Wilmer Amina Carter, State Assembly Member 
Kent Wong, Director, UCLA Center for Labor Research and Education 
 

COLORADO 
Joe Garcia, Lt. Governor and Director, Department of Higher Education 
Robert Hammond, Commissioner, Colorado Department of Education 
John Hickenlooper, Governor 
Evie Hudak, State Senator  
Beverly Ingle, President, Colorado Education Association 
Andrew Kerr, State Representative 
Jamie Van Leeuwen, Sr. Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor 
 

CONNECTICUT 
Cheryl Dickinson, Professor, Southern Connecticut State University 
Andrew Fleischmann, Chair, House Education Committee 
Adam Liegeot 
Dannel Malloy, Governor 
Mark McQuillan, former Commissioner of Education 
Betty Sternberg, Professor, Central Connecticut State University 
 

DELAWARE 
Jennifer  Davis, Vice President, University of Delaware 
Lillian Lowery, Secretary of Education 
Jack Markell, Governor 
Chad Robinson, Legislative Assistant to the Lieutenant Governor 
Teresa Schooley, Chair, House Education Committee 
David Sokola, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
James Wolfe, President and CEO, Delaware Chamber of Commerce 
 
  



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Joseph Askew, Jr., Chair, UDC Board of Trustees 
Kwame Brown, Chair, DC Council 
Vincent Gray, Mayor 
Hosanna Mahaley, Superintendent of Education 
Allen Sessoms, President, University of District of Columbia 
Ted Trabue, President, DC Board of Education 
 

FLORIDA 
Erik Fresen, Chair, House K-20 Competitiveness Subcommittee 
Frances Haithcock, Chancellor, Florida Department of Education 
Evelyn Lynn, Chair, Senate Higher Education Appropriations Committee 
Rick Scott, Governor 
Eric Smith, Commissioner of Education 
Kelli Stargel, Chair, House K-20 Innovation Subcommittee 
Stephen Wise, Chair, Senate Education PreK-12 Appropriations Committee 
 

GEORGIA 
John Barge, State Superintendent of Schools 
Erroll Davis, Chancellor, Board of Regents, University System of Georgia 
Nathan Deal, Governor 
Edward Lindsey, State Representative 
Freddie Powell Sims, State Senator 
 

HAWAII 
Neil Abercrombie, Governor 
Ann Botticelli, Kamehameha Schools 
Kathryn Matayoshi, Superintendent of Education 
J.N. Musto, Executive Director, University of Hawaii Professional Assembly 
Roy Takumi, Chair, House Education Committee 
Jill Tokuda, State Senator 
Dale Webster 
 

IDAHO 
John Andreason, State Senator 
John Goedde, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
David Hawk 
Bob Nonini, Chair, House Education Committee 
C.L. Otter, Governor 
 
  



ILLINOIS 
Andrea Brown, member, Illinois Board of Education 
Ed Geppert, President, Illinois Federation of Teachers 
Christopher Koch, State Superintendent of Education 
Kevin McCarthy, State Representative 
Pat Quinn, Governor 
George Reid, Executive Director, Illinois Board of Education 
 

INDIANA 
Mitch Daniels, Governor 
Dennis Kruse, Chair, Senate Education and Career Development Committee 
Gregory Porter, State Representative 
Earline Rogers, State Senator 
 

IOWA 
Daryl Beall, State Senator 
Nancy Boettger, State Senator 
Terry Branstad, Governor 
Linda Fandel, Special Assistant for Education, Office of the Governor 
Jason Glass, Director of Education 
Cindy Winkler, State Representative 
 

KANSAS 
John Allison, Superintendent, Wichita Public Schools 
Sam Brownback, Governor 
Sally Cauble, member, Kansas Board of Education 
Diane DeBacker, Commissioner of Education 
Christine Downey-Schmidt, Regent, Kansas Board of Regents 
Ronald Ryckman, State Representative 
Jean Schodorf, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
 

KENTUCKY 
Steven Beshear, Governor 
Gary Cox, President, Association of Independent Kentucky Colleges and Universities 
Bonnie Freeman, former member, Kentucky Board of Education 
Joseph U. Meyer, Secretary, Kentucky Education and Workforce Development Cabinet 
William Phillips, Dean, University of Eastern Kentucky 
Carl Rollins, Chair, House Education Committee 
Kenneth Winters, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
 
  



LOUISIANA 
Austin Badon, Chair House Education Committe 
Andre Coudrain, Attorney, Cashe Lewis Coudrain & Sandage Law Firm 
Bobby Jindal, Governor 
Ben Nevers, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Paul Pastorek, State Superintendent of Education 
Phyllis Taylor, Chair and President, Patrick F. Taylor Foundation 
Paul Vallas, Superintendent, Louisiana Recovery School District 
 

MAINE 
Duke Albanese, Senior Policy Advisor, Great Schools Partnership 
John Fitzsimmons, President, Maine Community College System 
Constance Goldman, Former State Representative 
Brian Langley, Senate Chair, Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs 
Paul LePage, Governor 
David Richardson, House Chair, Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs 
 

MARYLAND 
Patricia Foerster, Education Policy Advisor for Governor O’Malley 
Nancy Grasmick, Superintendent of Schools 
Adrienne Jones, Speaker Pro Tem, House of Delegates 
Delores Kelley, State Senator 
James Lyons, former Secretary of Higher Education 
Martin O'Malley, Governor 
Martha Smith, President, Anne Arundel Community College 
 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Maura Banta, East Coast Regional Manager, IBM Corporation 
Mitchell Chester, Commissioner of Education 
Richard Freeland, Commissioner of Higher Education 
Sherri Killins, Commissioner of Early Education and Care 
Paul Reville, Secretary of Education 
Jack Wilson, President, University of Massachusetts 
 

MICHIGAN 
John Austin, Vice President, Michigan Board of Education 
Irma Clark-Coleman, Commissioner, Wayne County Commission 
Michael Flanagan, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Niya Hardin, former Education Policy Advisor for Governor Granholm 
Hon. Phil Pavlov, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Hon. Paul Scott, Chair, House Education Committee 
Rick Snyder, Governor 
 



MINNESOTA 
Brenda Cassellius, Commissioner of Education 
Jim Davnie, State Representative 
Mark Dayton, Governor 
Pat Garofalo, Chair, House Education Committee 
Hon. Gen Olson, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Charles Wiger, State Senator 
Sheila Wright, Commissioner of Higher Education 
 

MISSISSIPPI 
Haley Barbour, Governor 
Hank Bounds, Commissioner of Higher Education 
Cecil Brown, Chair, House Education Committee 
Kelvin Buck, Chair, House Universities and Colleges Committee 
Tom Burnham, State Superintendent 
Videt Carmichael, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Perry Lee, Chair, Senate Universities and Colleges Committee 
 

MISSOURI 
Karen Dawson 
Thomas Kerber, Principal, Insurance and Benefits Group 
Jay Nixon, Governor 
Hon. David Pearce, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Tina Zubeck, School-Community Relations, Platte County R-3 School District 
 

MONTANA 
Denise Juneau, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Jane Karas, President, Flathead Community College 
Sue Malek, State Representative 
Linda McCulloch, Secretary of State 
Brian Schweitzer, Governor 
Carmen Taylor, Academic Vice President, Salish Kootenai College 
 

NEBRASKA 
Greg Adams, Chair, Education Committee 
John Bonaiuto, Executive Director, Nebraska Association of School Boards 
Roger Breed, Commissioner of Education 
John Harms, State Senator 
David Heineman, Governor 
Gwen Howard, State Senator 
Jess Wolf, President, Nebraska Education Association 
 
  



NEVADA 
Paul Aizley, Assemblymember 
Barbara Cegavske, State Senator 
Kathleen Conaboy 
Marilyn Dondero Loop, Assemblymember 
Brian Sandoval, Governor 
Valerie Weber, Community Relations & External Affairs Representative, University of Phoenix 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Virginia Barry, Commissioner of Education 
Kathryn Dodge, Executive Director, New Hampshire Postsecondary Education Commission 
Thomas Horgan, President and CEO, New Hampshire College and University Council 
Laura Jones, State Representative 
Daphne Kenyon, member, New Hampshire Board of Education 
John Lynch, Governor 
Hon. Nancy Stiles, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
 

NEW JERSEY 
Christian Angelillo, School Administrator, Kittatinny Regional School District 
Chris Christie, Governor 
Susan Cole, President, Montclair State University 
Patrick Diegnan, Deputy Speaker and Chair, Assembly Education Committee 
Kristin Hennessy 
Shirley Turner, President Pro Tem and Chair, Senate Education Committee 
 

NEW MEXICO 
Gayle Dean, Executive Director, San Juan College Foundation 
Viola Florez, Interim Provost and Executive Vice President, University of New Mexico 
Susana Martinez, Governor 
Rick Miera, Chair, House Education Committee 
Sharon Morgan, President, NEA – New Mexico 
Cynthia Nava, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
 

NEW YORK 
Barbara Clark, State Assemblymember 
Andrew Cuomo, Governor 
Johanna Duncan-Poitier, Vice Chancellor, State University of New York 
John Flanagan, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Bethaida Gonzalez, Dean, Syracuse University 
David Steiner, Commissioner of Education 
 
  



NORTH CAROLINA 
Daniel Blue, State Senator 
William Harrison, Chair, North Carolina Board of Education 
Margaret Jeffus, State Representative 
Robert Landry, retired district superintendent and Hispanic/Latino Education Representative 
Howard Lee, Executive Director, North Carolina Education Cabinet 
Marvin Lucas, Vice Chair, House Education Committee 
Beverly Perdue, Governor 
 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Rick Buresh, Superintendent, Fargo Public Schools 
Jack Dalrymple, Governor 
Doug Johnson, Executive Director, North Dakota Council of Educational Leaders 
Rae Ann Kelsch, Chair, House Education Committee 
Gary Lee, Vice Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Jack Maus, Superintendent, Grafton Public Schools 
Nicole Poolman, English Teacher, Century High School 
 

OHIO 
Marvenia Bosley 
Gary Cates, State Senator 
Deborah Delisle, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Patricia Frost-Brooks, President, Ohio Education Association 
John Kasich, Governor 
Linda Schneider 
Gerald Stebelton, Chair, House Education Committee 
 

OKLAHOMA 
Janet Barresi, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Ann Coody, State Representative 
Nance Diamond 
Mary Fallin, Governor 
John Ford, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Tony Hutchison, Vice Chancellor, Oklahoma Regents for Higher Education 
Glen Johnson, Chancellor, Oklahoma Regents for Higher Education 
 

OREGON 
Suzanne Bonamici, State Senator 
Ben Cannon, State Representative 
Susan Castillo, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Jeff Kruse, Vice Chair, Senate Education and General Government Committee 
George Pernsteiner, Chancellor, Oregon University System 
James Sager, Assistant Superintendent, Northwest Regional Education Service District 
Gene Whisnant, State Representative 



PENNSYLVANIA 
Paul Clymer, State Representative 
Tom Corbett, Governor 
Andrew Dinniman, State Senator 
Kenneth Jarin, Attorney, Ballard, Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll 
Jeffrey Piccola, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
James Roebuck, Representative 
Ian Rosenblum, Executive Policy Specialist for Governor Rendell 
 

PUERTO RICO 
Lucy Arce Ferrer, State Senator  
Luis Fortuno, Governor 
Jenniffer Gonzalez-Colon, Speaker of the House 
Jesus Rivera Sanchez, Secretary of Education 
 

RHODE ISLAND 
Terri Adelman, Executive Director, Volunteers in Providence Schools 
Lincoln Chafee, Governor 
Peter McWalters, former Commissioner of Education 
Gary Sasse 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Nikki Haley, Governor 
Robert Hayes, State Senator 
Larry Kobrovsky, Attorney at Law 
Willis Walling 
Garrison Walters, Executive Director, South Carolina Commission on Higher Education 
 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Dennis Daugaard, Governor 
Cooper Garnos, Majority Whip and Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Rick Melmer, Dean, University of South Dakota 
Melody Schopp, Secretary of Education 
Jacqueline Sly, State Representative 
Tony Venhuizen, Director of Policy and Communications, Office of the Governor 
Jack Warner, Executive Director and CEO, South Dakota Board of Regents  
 
  



TENNESSEE 
Gloria Bonner, Assistant to the President, Middle Tennessee State University 
Dolores Gresham, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Bill Haslam, Governor 
Bruce Opie, former Commissioner of Education 
Richard Rhoda, Executive Director, Tennessee Higher Education Commission 
William Patrick Smith, Acting Director, Tennessee Department of Education 
 

TEXAS 
Rob Eissler, Chair, House Public Education Committee 
Geanie Morrison, Chair, House Higher Education Committee 
Raymund Paredes, Commissioner of Higher Education 
Rick Perry, Governor 
Robert Scott, Commissioner of Education 
Florence Shapiro, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Royce West, Chair, Senate Intergovernmental Relations Committee 
 

UTAH 
Gary Herbert, Governor 
Christine Kearl, Education Director, Office of the Governor 
Howard Stephenson, State Senator 
 

VERMONT 
Angelo Dorta, President, Vermont NEA 
Peter Shumlin, Governor 
Robert Starr, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
 

VIRGIN ISLANDS 
John deJongh, Governor 
David Hall, President, University of the Virgin Islands 
Winona Hendricks, Chair, Virgin Islands Board of Education 
Nereida Rivera O'Reilly, State Senator 
Luis Sylvester, Education Policy Advisor to Governor deJongh 
LaVerne Terry, Commissioner of Education 
 
  



VIRGINIA 
Antione  Green 
Joseph Guzman, School Board Member, Loudoun County Public Schools 
Edward Houck, Chair, Senate Education and Health Committee 
Algie Howell, Delegate 
Robert McDonnell, Governor 
Patricia Wright, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Patricia Kusimo, President and CEO, The Education Alliance 
Brian Noland, Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission 
Steven Paine, VP of Strategic Planning and Business Development, CTB McGraw-Hill 
Robert Plymale, Chair, Senate Education Committee 
Mary Poling, Chair, House Education Committee 
Nancy Sturm, Education Development Executive, AVerMedia 
Earl Ray Tomblin, Governor 
 

WISCONSIN 
Tony Evers, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Demond Means, Superintendent, Mequon-Thiensville School District 
Luther Olsen, State Senator 
Sondy Pope-Roberts, State Representative 
Scott Walker, Governor 
 

WYOMING 
Rollin Abernethy, Associate Provost and Professor, University of Wyoming 
Hank Bailey, Trustee, Laramie County School District 1 
Gregg Blikre, State Representative 
Matt Mead, Governor 
Chris Rothfuss, State Senator 
Rachel Rubino, Special Education Case Manager, Albany County School District 
Kathryn Valido, President, Wyoming Education Association 
 


